
The Corporation Of The City Of Quinte West 

By-Law Number 23-165 

Being A By-Law To Adopt A Procedure To Review Speed Limits For The City Of 

Quinte West. 

Whereas under the provisions of section 11(3) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 

25, as amended, the Council of the Corporation of the City of Quinte West may pass 

by-laws respecting Highways, including parking and traffic on highways, under the 

jurisdiction of the Corporation of the City of Quinte West; 

And Whereas under the provisions of section 128(2) of the Highway Traffic Act, R.S.O. 

1990, c. H.8, as amended, provides that the council of a municipality may, by by-law, 

prescribe a rate of speed different from the rate of speed set out in section 128(1) of the 

said Act: 

And Whereas it is deemed necessary and appropriate to establish a Procedure to 

Review Speed Limits for the City of Quinte West in order to obtain greater consistency 

in the application of speed limit review requests received by the City; 

Now Therefore The Council Of The Corporation Of The City Of Quinte West 

Hereby Enacts As Follows: 

1. That this by-law shall be entitled the “Procedure To Review Speed Limits 

By-law’. 

2. That the Procedure To Review Speed Limits attached hereto is hereby adopted 

for the City of Quinte West. 

3. That by-law 16-094 shall be and is hereby repealed. 

4. That this by-law shall take effect upon the final date of passing. 

Read A First, Second And A Third Time And Finally Passed This 29th Day Of 

November, 2023. 

oy ae 
Jfn Harrison, Mayor 

VM 
JoSh Machesney, Citf Cler



The Corporation of the City of Quinte West 
Public Works & Environmental Services 

7 Creswell Drive, Trenton, ON, K8V 5R6 
Phone: 613-392-2841 

  

June 07, 2016 

A Natural Attraction Revised October 23, 2023 

PROCEDURE TO REVIEW SPEED LIMITS 

The intent of this procedure is to maintain speed limits on City streets that promote 

public safety and have a reasonable expectation of driver adherence. The purpose of 

this Policy is to establish a framework when requests to reduce or increase the speed 

limit on a particular street are made. 

The speed of vehicles is an emotive issue for communities that often generate intense 

local concern and debate, partly because the perception of what is an appropriate safe 

speed often differs greatly between, for example; drivers, pedestrians and pedal 

cyclists, many of whom live and work in the community. It is important, therefore, that 

Quinte West City Council clearly sets out its own policy on how it will determine 

‘appropriate’ speed limits and ensure consistency of application. 

Speed limits must be evidence-led and self-explaining, and should reinforce road users’ 

assessments of the appropriate speed for a given environment. Speed limits should be 

established in a consistent manner that reflects the expectation of all road users. 

Where a speed limit is set inappropriately, for example substantially lower than the 

speed that the majority of drivers would otherwise choose, evidence shows it often will 

not be obeyed and can result in an over-reliance on Police enforcement and can create 

safety issues. 

The objectives of the Procedure are; 

e the setting of appropriate local speed limits, including lowering or raising limits 

where conditions dictate; 
e establishing local speed limits that reflect the needs of all road users, not just 

drivers etc.; 

e establish a framework to govern when requests are made to lower or raise a 

speed limit; 

e improved quality of life for residents in urban and rural areas and a good balance 

between road safety, accessibility, and environmental objectives;



improved recognition and understanding by road users of the risks involved on 
different types of road, the different speed limits that apply and the reasons why; 
improved respect for speed limits and in turn improved self-compliance; 
continued reductions in the number of road traffic accidents, injuries and deaths 
in which excessive or inappropriate speed is a contributory factor. 

Speed limits are only one element of speed management and local speed limits should 

not be set in isolation, but as part of a package of measures to manage speeds. This 
includes engineering measures such as traffic calming and landscaping features to 
raise drivers’ awareness of the environment, as well as enforcement, education, driver 

information, training and publicity. 

The objectives of this policy are to 

Step 1 

Step 2 

Step 3 

provide a framework for speed limit requests for reductions or increases 
ensure consultation with affected stakeholders 
openness and transparency 
enhance safety and convenience for all users 
improve the neighborhood environment 
minimize conflicts between street users 

reduce the number and or severity of collisions 
increase safety 

Citizen(s) requesting a speed limit reduction or increase must send in a 
written request with justification for the request by April 01. At least 80% of 
the residents residing on that section of street where the request is 
applicable must sign the requesting petition. If there is not 80% support for 
the request, the Director of Public Works and Environmental Services shall 
send a written reply back to the petitioner advising that the request will not 

be considered. 

Request for speed limit reductions or increases shall only be received 
once a year by April 01 in order for City Staff and OPP to complete a 
detailed and comprehensive analysis review and provide their input. 

The Request for the speed limit review will be sent to the Director of Public 
Works and Environmental Services who will place the request on the next 
Active Transportation & Traffic Safety Advisory (ATTSA) Committee's 
agenda for information or comment. 

After the Committee’s approval of the minutes, the request will be sent to 
the City’s Engineering Division and the OPP for review and comment. 

Engineering and Public Works Staff will review and analyze the request 
taking into consideration road geometry (horizontal and vertical alignment, 
curves alignments etc), accident history, TAC Guidelines, school zones,



Step 4 

Step 5 

sidewalks present or not, road characteristics, etc. and will provide a 
written report to the Director of Public Works and Environmental Services 
before the end of September. 

OPP will review the request, and monitor the speed and provide a report 
with the data to the Director of Public Works and Environmental Services 
before the end of September. 

To increase awareness of the petitioners request for a speed limit 
reduction or increase, City Staff will erect on opposite ends of the street or 
area in question, a sign stating that this street is under consideration by 
City Council for a speed limit reduction or increase. Written comments and 
calls to City Hall must be received within the allotted days approved by the 
Director of Public Works and Environmental Services. There will be a 
community engagement website set up as well. 

In October, the Director of Public Works and Environmental Services shall 
provide a written report to the City’s Active Transportation & Traffic Safety 
Advisory Committee (ATTSA) with all of the information, data, and reports 
and will provide a recommendation for the Committee's consideration of 
the speed limit reduction or increase.
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